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An  Unique  Achievement 


1909  Bleriot  Monoplane  Built  By  'Tech7  Students 

Replica  Of  First  Aircraft  To  Fly  English  Channel 
Constructed  In  Aeronautics  Shop  And  Flown  Successfully 


The  50th  anniversary  of  the  first  powered,  heavier-than-air 
flight  has  been  observed  in  Alberta  by  the  completion  and 
successful  flight  of  a  1909  Bleriot  monoplane  built  by  aero- 
nautics students  at  the  Institute  of  Technology  and  Art,  Calgary. 
The  first  heavier-than-air  flight  was  made  by  the  Wright  brothers 
in  1903. 

Building  a  flying  replica  of  the  air  craft  in  which  Louis 
Bleriot  made  the  first  flight  across  the  English  Channel  in  1909 
was  an  unique  achievement  for  the  Institute  students,  who 
worked  on  the  project  under  the  supervision  of  S.  N.  Green,  air 
engineer  in  charge  of  the  aeronautics  shop  at  the  school. 

Only  two  other  Bleriot  aircraft,  of  the  type  duplicated  at 
Calgary,  exist  in  the  world,  and  both  are  originals.  One  in  a 
Paris  museum,  is  the  actual  monoplane  which  Bleriot  piloted  on 
his  historic  Channel  flight,  while  the  other,  owned  by  L.  A.  Jack- 
son, of  Biggleswade,  England,  is  of  the  same  type. 

Building  the  aircraft  had  been  an  ambition  of  Mr.  Green 
for  many  years  but  it  took  two  years  to  locate  and  assemble 
the  information  necessary  to  build  an  exact  copy  of  the  Bleriot  II. 
An  old  textbook  located  in  a  Massachusetts  book  shop  provided 
much  of  the  information  on  building  such  an  aircraft  while  Mr. 
Jackson,  the  owner  of  the  British  Bleriot,  provided  photographs 
and  essential  construction  details. 

The  construction  of  the  Bleriot  began  in  November,  1952,  and 
was  completed  approximately  a  year  later.  Approximately  30 
students  helped  to  build  the  historic  "flying  machine,"  making 
everything  except  the  engine  and  the  nuts  and  bolts  in  the 
Institute  shops.  The  engine  and  all  materials  for  building  the 
Bleriot  were  supplied  by  Franz  McTavish,  operator  of  Chinook 
Flying  Service. 


Only  a  few  modifications  from  Bleriot's  original  specifications 
were  required  to  build  the  Calgary  model.  A  40  horsepower  engine 
was  installed  instead  of  the  22  horsepower  engine  used  in  the 
original  aircraft.  However,  this  40  horsepower  engine  was  not 
powerful  enough  to  overcome  the  difference  in  altitude  between 
Calgary  and  the  Channel  Coast  and  a  85  horsepower  engine 
was  installed  to  provide  the  additional  power  needed.  This  and 
a  slight  change  in  the  tail-plane  were  the  only  changes  needed 
after  the  aircraft  had  made  its  first  test  flight. 

Piloted  recently  by  Mr.  McTavish  on  its  public  test  flight, 
the  Bleriot  II  flew  well.  Capable  of  a  top  speed  of  40-42  miles 
an  hour  when  flown  at  half-throttle  (the  aircraft  could  not  stand 
the  full  power  of  the  85  h.p.  engine),  the  aircraft  presented  an 
incredible  appearance  in  the  air.  Looking  like  some  prehistoric 
bird  as  it  dipped  and  turned  at  an  altitude  of  around  100  feet, 
the  Bleriot  provided  strange  contrast  to  the  R.C.A.F.  Mustang 
fighters  and  airline  transports  which  were  in  the  air  over  the 
Calgary  Municipal  Airport  during  the  test  flight. 

Yet  the  Bleriot  was  a  milestone  in  the  history  of  aviation. 
It  was  the  first  aircraft  to  loop,  and  to  fly  inverted  and  its  designer 
and  builder  made  several  original  and  important  contributions 
to  airplane  design.  Bleriot's  monoplanes  were  the  first  to  use 
engines  in  the  nose,  and  to  locate  the  rudders  and  elevators  in 
the  rear.  His  designs  were  also  the  first  to  use  tractor  propellers, 
instead  of  the  pusher-type  propellers  used  on  the  Wright  Brothers 
aircraft  and  others. 

Now  that  it  has  been  built  successfully  and  flown,  the  Bleriot 
II  will  be  dismantled  temporarily  and  stored  at  the  Institute  for 
display  in  special  events  at  the  school.  It  also  will  be  available 
for  Alberta  air  shows  and  other  aviation  events.  • 


Institute  students  build  the  Bleriot...  ...S.  N.  Green  adjusts  the  controls. 

Alberta  Government  Photographs— Marsden. 


...  a  successful  flight . . . 
Photo  by  Harry  Befus,  Calgary  Herald. 
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Alberta    Government   Photos — Marsden. 

This  seiies  oi  photographs  shows  various  phases  of  the  work  of  a  DistrictHome  Economist.  In  the  photo  at  left.  Miss  Mewha  (at  left)  discusses  curtain 
design  with  Mrs.  D.  Bevington.  of  Gibbons,  who  is  competing  in  a  farm  andhome  improvement  competition.  At  centre,  Mrs.  Earl  Toane,  (left)  leader  of 
the  Gibbons  4-H  Garden  Club,  plans  future  projects  with  Miss  Mewha.  Thefinal  photo  shows  Miss  Mewha  and  Miss  Margaret  Jackson  (right)  Home 

Economist  at  large,  judging  a  handiwork  display. 

Three  Hundred  Miles  A  Day 


Typical  Home  Economist  Has  Varied  Duties 

Agriculture  Department  Worker  Judges  Handicraft  Demonstrations,  Supervises 
Girls'  Clubs,  Aids  Rural  Homemakers  and  Provides  Complete  Community  Service 


Following  a  District  Home  Economist  around  on  assignments 
for  a  week  would  tend  to  tire  even  the  strongest  of  the  farm 
women  she  serves.  Nearly  always  on  the  go,  this  member  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  frequently  travels  from  200  to  300 
miles  in  a  day  to  carry  out  her  duties,  which  cover  a  wide  field 
of  service  to  the  women  of  rural  Alberta. 

A  typical  day  in  the  life  of  a  District  Home  Economist  can 
be  taken  from  the  November  5  journal  of  Miss  Priscilla  Mewha  of 
Edmonton.  Following  a  hurried  visit  to  her  downtown  office  in 
the  Alberta  Jasper  Building,  where  she  went  through  her  mail 
and  answered  the  most  urgent  letters,  Miss  Mewha  was  ready 
to  take  to  the  road  for  the  rest  of  the  day.  She  was  accompanied 
by  Miss  Margaret  Jackson,  Home  Economist  at  large,  who  is 
presently  working  out  of  Edmonton. 

Judges  Handicraft  Competition 

First  stop  was  Stony  Plain  and  a  district  convention  of  the 
Women's  Institute.  Miss  Mewha  had  been  asked  to  judge  the 
handicraft  competition  and  to  make  a  few  explanatory  remarks 
to  the  delegates,  regarding  the  judging.  Embroidery,  sewing, 
knitting  and  crocheting,  handmade  table  centres  and  toys  were 
entered  in  the  handicraft  competitions  and  Miss  Mewha  judged 
them  according  to  a  set  of  standards  issued  by  the  Provincial 
Government.  She  looked  for  quality  work,  suitability,  practi- 
cability, attractiveness  and  originality,  pinning  the  first,  second 
and  third  place  ribbons  on  the  winning  articles.  Following  her 
address,  delegates  from  Lake  Wabamun,  Onoway,  Tomahawk  and 
Duffield  crowded  around,  each  with  a  request  for  a  future  engage- 
ment or  advice  on  club  activities.  By  the  time  the  two  home 
economists  left  in  the  late  afternoon,  they  had  five  future  dates  for 
lectures,  demonstrations  and  competitions,  and  had  discussed  an 
uncountable  number  of  club  problems. 

The  car,  this  time,  pointed  toward  Onoway,  where  a  Girls' 
4-H  Club  was  holding  an  Achievement  Day  program.  There  was 
more  judging  in  store  for  Miss  Mewha. 

An  Achievement  Day 

Enroute,  she  stopped  at  Alberta  Beach  to  pick  up  a  carload 
of  4-H  girls  who  had  been  invited  to  attend  the  Achievement 
Day  program.  At  Onoway,  she  judged  cooking,  examining  the 
texture  of  biscuits  and  muffins,  tasting  cookies  and  cakes,  until 
finally  she  was  satisfied  with  the  outcome  of  first,  seconds  and 
thirds.  There  was  also  embroidery  to  be  judged  here,  and  the 
girls'  project  books.  During  the  special  Achievement  Day  program, 
being  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Onoway  Grain  Club  Achieve- 
ment Day,  both  Miss  Mewha  and  Miss  Jackson  were  asked  to 
speak  to  the  gathering  of  4-H  Club  members,  parents  and  friends. 

Finally,  late  at  night,  they  turned  back  to  Edmonton.  It 
was  past  11  o'clock  when  the  D.H.E.'s  car  re-entered  the  outskirts 


of  the  city,  and  there  was  another  day,  similar  to  this  one,  to 
begin  at  8:30  the  next  morning. 

Priscilla  Mewha  is  a  graduate  in  home  economics  from  the 
University  of  Alberta.  Before  taking  this  course,  she  taught  in 
country  schools  northwest  of  Edmonton.  She  joined  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  as  a  District  Home  Economist  in  1945  and 
was  stationed  at  Stettler,  where  her  teaching  experience 
immediately  went  to  work  for  her  in  club  lectures.  In  1950  she 
was  transferred  to  Calgary  and  in  August  of  this  year,  she  came 
to  Edmonton,  after  six  months  away  from  the  Department,  as  a 
teacher  at  Fort  Smith. 

Assisted  by  Miss  Jackson 

She  is  assisted  presently  by  Margaret  Jackson,  Home 
Economist  at  large,  who  also  instructs  at  short  courses  at  selected 
points  throughout  the  Province.  Miss  Jackson  is  a  home  economics 
graduate  from  the  University  of  Saskatchewan,  and  has  a  dietetics 
degree  from  the  Vancouver  General  Hospital.  Miss  Jackson  spent 
a  year  teaching  at  the  Vermilion  School  of  Agriculture  before 
taking  her  present  position. 

There's  nothing  to  compare  with  the  life  of  a  District  Home 
Economist,  according  to  Miss  Mewha.  A  tiny  miss,  with  a  friendly 
smile  and  twinkling  eyes,  Priscilla  Mewha  readily  makes  friends 
with  the  women  she  serves.  There's  a  ring  of  authority  to  her 
voice,  which  suggests  to  her  audiences,  that  she  really  knows 
her  business.  "It's  rewarding  work,"  she  says.  "After  organizing 
a  club  or  conducting  a  clinic,  it's  wonderful  to  come  back  after 
a  few  months  and  see  how  well  they've  used  the  information 
we've  given  them!"  Miss  Mewha  admires  the  women  she  assists 
as  much  as  they  admire  her. 

One  of  14  Home  Economists 

Priscilla  Mewha  is  one  of  14  District  Home  Economists  in 
Alberta,  all  of  them  university  graduates.  The  territory  of  each 
home  economist  covers  roughly  the  same  area  as  the  territories 
of  three  district  agriculturists.  Their  services  are  free,  and,  judg- 
ing by  the  number  of  enquiries  and  requests,  extensively  used, 
both  by  individuals  and  groups. 

As  a  service  in  home  economy  to  meet  the  needs  of  home- 
makers  in  rural  areas,  the  work  of  the  D.H.E.  covers  a  wide 
range  of  activities,  each  of  which  must  be  a  specialty  with  the 
economist.  She  plans  programs  and  demonstrations  to  assist  rural 
homemakers  to  sew  their  own  clothing,  slip  covers,  and  drapes, 
and  save  on  their  homemaking  budgets.  This  service  includes 
sewing  clinics  which  vary  from  two  to  five  days  in  length. 

Handicraft  demonstrations,  lectures  and  judging,  a  food 
and  nutrition  program,  and  assistance  with  remodelling  homes 
are  given  by  the  Agricultural  Extension  Branch  through  the  District 

(Continued  on  Page  Three) 
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Hose  Coupling  Conversion  Program 
To  Be  Completed  This  Year 

Conversion  of  all  hose  couplings  in  Alberta  to  one  standard 
size  is  expected  to  be  completed  this  year. 

Four  mobile  workshop  units  now  are  available  for  the  con- 
version job  which  started  last  May  at  Fort  Saskatchewan.  Two 
units  are  converted  Canadian  Army  Workshop  trucks  pro- 
vided for  civil  defence  use  by  the  Government  of  Canada 
but  the  other  units  together  with  extra  equipment  needed  for 
the  conversion  program  have  been  provided  by  the  Alberta 
Government. 

Since  last  June,  when  initial  experimental  work  on  changing 
hose  couplings  to  the  standard  size  was  completed  at  Fort 
Saskatchewan,  a  crew  of  nine  machinists  employed  by  Liberty 
Machine  Works  Ltd.,  of  Edmonton,  has  changed  5,261  threads  or 
approximately  25  percent  of  the  couplings  in  the  Province  which 
have  to  be  changed  to  the  standard  specifications. 

All  municipal  and  industrial  hose  couplings  have  been  con- 
verted in  Pincher  Creek,  Hillcrest,  Frank,  Blairmore,  Cardston, 
Bow  Island,  Taber,  Medicine  Hat,  Irvine,  Redcliffe,  Picture  Butte, 
Granum,  and  Claresholm,  as  well  as  those  of  Lethbridge  Col- 
lieries which  were  not  uniform  with  those  used  in  the  City  of 
Lethbridge.  The  work  ended  for  the  winter  on  Oct.  1  and  will 
be  continued  this  spring. 

Standard  specifications  for  the  coupling  is  nominally  eight 
threads  to  the  inch  with  a  three-inch  outside  diameter  of  the 
male  coupling.  This  specification  was  standard  in  Calgary, 
Edmonton  and  Lethbridge  before  the  conversion  started  and  was 
picked  as  the  one  to  which  the  rest  of  Alberta's  hose  couplings 
could  be  converted  most  easily. 

Cost  of  the  entire  conversion  program  is  distributed  between 
the  Government  of  Canada  and  the  Alberta  Government,  with 
the  former  providing  one-third  of  the  cost  and  the  provincial 
government  the  rest.  • 

29  Alberta  Farmers  Awarded 
Save-the-Soil  Certificates 

Annual  presentation  of  Save-the-Soil  certificates  has  been 
made  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  to  29  farmers  who  scored 
80  percent  or  more  in  the  1953  campaign. 

Winners  include:  Olds  area — I.  Anderson,  Olds;  and  Bruce 
Grant,  Westward  Ho.  Berwyn  area — T.  W.  Allen,  James  Meyers 
and  Herman  Rohde,  all  of  Berwyn.  Eckville  area — William  Phelps, 
McDonald  Brothers,  Dick  Lawton,  Albert  Hansen,  Roy  Andrew 
and  William  Smith,  all  of  Eckville,  and  Henry  Benecke  of  Ever- 
green. Ponoka  area — Jim  Ross,  George  Rees,  Albert  Kramer,  Jerome 
Kerr,  W.  O.  Jones,  all  of  Ponoka.  Edmonton  area — R.  Harrington, 
Henry  Seutter  and  R.  A.  W.  Briggs,  all  of  South  Edmonton; 
H.  L.  Montpetit,  J.  L.  Clement  and  Louis  Cauvet,  all  of  Legal; 
Lloyd  McMillan  of  Picardville;  R.  W.  Aronson  of  Stony  Plain; 
James  Crawford  of  Tomahawk;  Arthur  Jesperson  of  Spruce  Grove; 
J.  H.  McLaughlin  of  Stony  Plain;  and  E.  Charlier  of  Vimy. 

Awards  are  made  for  efforts  in  eliminating  soil  erosion, 
weeds,  and  crop  disease,  and  for  farm  shelterbelts,  suitable  cul- 
tural practices,  condition  of  uncropped  land,  yield  of  crops  and 
general  neatness  of  fields  and  fence  lines.  • 

District  Home  Economist 

{Continued  From  Page  Two) 

Home  Economists.  The  supervision  of  Girls'  Clubs,  with  instruc- 
tion in  most  phases  of  homemaking  —  foods,  clothing,  home 
decorating  and  gardening — is  an  important  part  of  the  work  of 
a  D.H.E.  She  guides  the  social  and  community  work  done  by 
these  clubs  and  judges  the  projects  displayed  at  Achievement 
Days. 

In  addition,  the  District  Home  Economists  of  Alberta 
address  short  courses,  field  days  and  meetings  in  co-operation 
with  other  organizations.  They  give  radio  talks,  write  newspaper 
articles  and  send  out  newsletters,  and  every  year  they  assist  in 
scoring  farm  families  for  the  Master  Farm  Family  Awards. 

District  Home  Economists  like  Priscilla  Mewha  are  busy 
every  hour  of  the  day,  making  calls,  attending  conventions,  and 
giving  lectures,  yet  they  still  find  time  to  handle  a  considerable 
amount  of  correspondence,  draw  up  club  and  extension  programs, 
and  deal  with  routine  office  jobs  that  arise  from  day  to  day. 
Alberta's  14  District  Home  Economists  are  providing  a  compre- 
hensive service  to  rural  homemakers  from  the  Peace  River  block 
to  the  southern  boundary.  • 


Alberta    Government    Photo — Marsden 


The  new  uniform  of  the  Municipal  Nursing  Division  of  the 
Alberta  Department  of  Public  Health  is  shown  above  being 
modelled  by  Mrs.  Dorothy  K.  McPhail,  Nurse-consultant  to  Health 
Units.  The  building  in  the  background  is  the  model  cottage 
designed  especially  for  Alberta  municipal  nurses  stationed 
throughout  the  Province.^ 

Rapidly  becoming  a  familiar  sight  in  the  Province,  the  new 
uniform  gives  the  municipal  nurses  a  distinctive  means  of  identity. 
The  suit  is  blue-gray,  with  a  matching  beret.  The  jacket,  with 
five  covered  buttons  down  the  front,  is  worn  with  a  tailored 
orlon  blouse,  while  the  six-gore  skirt  is  worn  with  comfortable 
walking  shoes.  The  nurse's  hospital  pin  is  worn  on  the  left  side 
of  the  jacket. 

The  uniform  is  worn  with  brown  gloves,  a  navy  blue  Bur- 
berry topcoat  in  summer,  and  a  station  wagon  coat  in  winter. 
A  white  laboratory  coat  is  worn  in  the  office  or  at  clinics.  Nurses 
are  required  to  provide  their  own  uniforms.  • 


A  good  fiiend  of  Alberta  and  its  tourist  industry  is  Hugh  Black,  operator  of  a 
large  tourist  establishment  at  St.  Mary  in  Montana.  In  a  friendly  international 
goodwill  gesture,  Mr.  Black  placed  this  sign  on  the  central  unit  of  his  travel 
resort  so  that  passing  American  tourists  will  know  that  Alberta's  tourist 
attractions  are  close  at  hand.  The  Alberta  Government  Travel  Bureau  credits 
Mr.  Black's  friendly  gesture  with  bringing  several  thousand  more  American 
tourists  to  Alberta  this  summer. 
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Travcrs  Dam  Key  Structure 
in  Bow  River  Irrigation  Scheme 

North  of  Lethbridge,  the  Travers  Dam,  a  key  structure  in  a 
joint  program  by  the  Governments  of  Canada  and  Alberta  to 
bring  240,000  acres  of  land  under  irrigation,  is  nearing  completion. 

Expected  to  be  finished  this  spring,  the  Travers  Dam  is  a 
rolled  earth  dam  containing  4,460,000  cubic  yards  of  material. 
It  will  be  3,010  feet  long  and  34  feet  wide  at  the  crest;  its  height 
will  be  155  feet  and  its  thickness  at  the  base,  1,000  feet. 

The  dam,  located  across  the  valley  of  the  Little  Bow  River, 
eight  miles  southwest  of  Travers,  will  impound  a  lake  covering 
6,500  acres  and  extending  15  miles  up  the  Little  Bow  River  and 
three  miles  up  Snake  Valley.  When  filled,  the  artificial  lake  will 
contain  264,394  acre  feet  of  water. 

The  Travers  Dam  is  part  of  the  Bow  River  Development  started 
in  1951  by  the  Prairie  Farm  Rehabilitation  Act  of  the  Canadian 
Government  to  renovate  completely  the  existing  irrigation  system 
of  the  old  Canada  Land  and  Irrigation  Co.  and  expand  the 
irrigable  area  from  55,000  to  240,000  acres. 

The  Government  of  Canada  assumed  responsibility  for  the 
main  dam  and  for  expanding  the  irrigated  area  to  110,000  acres 
in  the  central  section  of  the  development,  which  is  federally 
owned.  The  Alberta  Government  will  provide  the  water  distribu- 
tion systems  for  the  western  and  eastern  sections  of  the  develop- 
ment, each  of  which  is  designed  to  have  about  65,000  acres 
under  irrigation. 

Built  primarily  to  replace  ten  miles  of  old  canal  located 
on  steep  and  weak  hillsides,  the  reservoir  formed  by  the  Travers 
Dam  will  serve  as  the  connecting  link  between  Lake  McGregor, 
main  storage  reservoir  for  the  entire  Bow  River  Development, 
and  the  Little  Bow  reservoir.  Water  from  the  Bow  River  is  diverted 
into  Lake  McGregor  from  a  point  near  Carseland. 

A  reinforced  concrete  chute,  960  feet  long  and  with  a  capacity 
of  8,000  cubic  feet  a  second,  will  serve  as  spillway  for  the  Travers 
Dam.  It  will  be  66  feet  wide  at  the  inlet,  30  feet  wide  in  the  middle, 
and  flaring  to  92  feet  at  the  outlet.  It  will  have  three  radial 
gates,  seven  feet  high  and  20  feet  wide. 

The  Bow  River  Development  now  has  77,000  acres  under 
irrigation,  the  P.F.R.A.  having  extended  irrigation  to  17,000  acres 
in  the  Hays  district  east  of  Vauxhall  and  to  5,000  acres  south 
of  Vauxhall.  Enough  water  distribution  systems  were  completed 
in  1953  to  bring  the  total  irrigated  acreage  in  the  Canadian 
Government's  central  section  to  90,000  acres  this  year.  This 
summer,  13,000  acres  between  Hays  and  the  Oldman  River  will 
be  irrigated. 

In  1954  Canada  will  deliver  water  to  the  Government  of 
Alberta  for  the  development  of  60,000  acres  in  the  western  section. 
The  Alberta  Government  currently  has  plans  under  way  for  the 
colonization  of  this  section.  At  present  P.F.R.A.  is  resettling  farmers 
in  the  Hays  and  Vauxhall  districts  in  the  central  section.  • 


Alberta  Government  Photo---Ross 
Thousands  of  cubic  yards  oi  fill  material  are  being  hauled  to  build  the 
Travers  Dam,  north  of  Lethbridge.  This  photo  shows  the  dam  during  the 
course  of  construction.  Expected  to  be  completed  this  year,  the  earth  fill 
dam  is  the  key  structure  in  the  Bow  River  Irrigation  Development. 


"Within  Our  Borders"  is  a  publication  designed  to 
acquaint  the  people  of  the  Province  with  the  administration 
and  services  of  the  Alberta  Government. 

It  is  believed  the  many  and  varied  services  of  the 
Government  will  be  effective  in  the  degree  they  are  known 
and  used.  Any  material  used  is  for  immediate  republication. 

Within  Our  Borders  should  be  notified  promptly  of 
any  change  in  address.  When  sending  notice  of  address 
change,  please  make  certain  that  both  old  and  new  addresses 
are  included. 

Correspondence  should  be  addressed  to  "Within  Our 
Borders."  Legislative  Buildings,  Edmonton. 


Alberta   Government   Photo — Marsden 

This  year,  for  the  first  time  in  history,  the  Alberta  Government 
Motor  Vehicles  Branch  sold  its  200,000th  set  of  passenger  car 
licence  plates. 

In  the  photo  above,  M.  P.  Tellier,  former  Meadow  Lake,  Sask. 
resident  who  has  moved  to  Edmonton,  receives  the  200,000th 
licence  from  Hon.  G.  E.  Gerhart,  Provincial  Secretary. 

The  tremendous  increase  in  car  ownership  in  Alberta  in 
recent  years  can  be  judged  from  the  increase  in  registrations 
from  100,000  in  1947  to  200,000  at  the  end  of  1953.  As  many  new 
car  owners  were  added  to  the  total  of  Alberta  motorists  in  the 
last  six  years  as  existed  during  the  first  42  years  of  its  history. 

Inset  is  shown  the  1954  Alberta  licence  plate  which  will  go 
on  sale  during  February.  The  plates  will  have  black  lettering 
on  an  orange  background  and  will  not  be  luminous  as  last  year. 
The  Province  will  be  divided  into  areas  and  each  area  assigned 
a  letter  combination  while  all  "A"  plates  will  be  reserved  for 
Alberta  Government  vehicles.  The  letters  B,  C,  D,  I,  O,  Q,  S,  U 
and  V  are  not  expected  to  be  used  but  all  combinations  of 
numbers  from  100  to  999  will  be  utilized.  The  new  plates  are 
designed  for  a  year's  use  only  but  allow  metal  tags  to  be  affixed 
if  a  second  year's  use  is  possible.  Applications  for  new  licences 
should  be  presented  with  a  vehicle  approval  certificate  and  the 
1953-1954  driver's  licence.  • 

Alberta  Gasoline  Prices 


Analyzed  In  Report 


An  analysis  of  the  gasoline  price  structure  in  Alberta  is 
presented  in  a  pamphlet  report  on  Alberta  gasoline  prices  pre- 
pared by  the  Alberta  Department  of  Mines  and  Minerals  and 
available  on  request  to  the  Publicity  Bureau,  Department  of 
Economic  Affairs,  Edmonton. 

The  report  notes  that  while  the  general  cost  of  living  has 
increased  nearly  20  percent  since  1948,  the  price  of  gasoline  has 
decreased  1 1.4  percent.  A  comparison  of  Edmonton  gasoline  prices 
in  1947  and  1953  is  also  of  interest;  at  the  time  of  the  Leduc 
discovery,  Edmonton  gasoline  prices  were  30  percent  higher  than 
the  average  of  prices  at  Vancouver,  Winnipeg,  Toronto,  Montreal 
and  Halifax,  while  at  Nov.,  1953,  the  prices  were  nine  percent 
lower  than  the  average  for  these  cities. 

Statistical  tables  are  given  in  the  pamphlet  on  retail  dealer 
margins,  comparisons  of  dealer  wholesale  prices  in  cities  across 
Canada,  and  comparative  American  and  Alberta  wholesale  gaso- 
line prices.  Two  graphs  show  the  variations  in  wholesale  gasoline 
prices  between  1943  and  1953  and  the  changes  in  the  gasoline 
wholesale  price  index  in  relation  to  the  clothing,  general  whole- 
sale and  food  indices.  • 


